Asia Council, University System of Georgia

Faculty Development Workshop Proposal, Spring 2018
Theme: “Islam in Asia: Faith, Ethnicity and Conflict”

Paul A. Rodell (Georgia Southern University) and

Jonathan E. Leightner (Augusta University)
Explication and Justification of the Theme:

As regular participants in Asia Council meetings will recall, I have long advocated switching our workshop focus to a thematic one once all of the major countries or geographic regions were covered. In 2016, I was going to propose a workshop on “Religion in Asia,” but gladly stepped aside when Eric Kendrick proposed offering a Japan workshop for 2017. Since an earlier attempt for at offering a Japan workshop did not succeed my co-presenter, Jonathan Leightner, and I thought it only right to finish the country/region sequence before starting a new direction. 

Recently, Jonathan and I have come to the realization that a theme simply about “religion” was too broad for our brief workshops. Instead, we are proposing the more focused theme of Islam since that religion is present, to one degree or another, in so many countries and cultures of Asia – except Korea and Japan. 

We are convinced of the need for our workshop now because current events gives it an unmatched topical urgency. Currently, a branch of ISIS still holds out against Philippine forces in the city of Marawi and that city of over 200,000 is a burned out ghost town. Meanwhile, an ISIS cell of 15 radicals was just arrested in Malaysia and Rohingya Muslims of Myanmar are fleeing across the border to Bangladesh in fear of their lives from the Buddhist government. Though quiet at the moment, situations in western China and Thailand have created serious social as well as political, military and, yes, even religious problems. We all know about Afghanistan and Pakistan but how do we discuss this complex situation in our classes?
The Sessions & Speakers – Final sequence to be determined:
Thus far we have three speakers and tentative contacts for two more. We envision six sessions which include – not necessarily in the following order.
Session #1 – Basic Islamic Beliefs = Jonathan Leightner, a shortened version of an earlier 


publication of his plus references to the major differences and causes of concern between 


Islam and Buddhism. 

Session #2 – The Uyghurs of China = Sandrine Catris, Augusta University, Department of 


History, Professor Catris specializes in China, Islam and Memory and has done work on 


the Uyghur population of western China, their lives and history. 
Session #3 – Island Southeast Asia, traditional Islam vs. ISIS inroads = Paul Rodell, this 


session would briefly distill information from my course on Islam in Southeast Asia and 


move on to work I am currently doing on ISIS in-roads into the region. 
Session #4 – Buddhist-Muslim relations in Thailand = Jonathan Leightner, will bring his Thai 


expertise to explore the rocky relationship of this Thai Buddhist majority country with the 


Malay Muslim population of the southern provinces and the low-intensity conflict taking 


place there. 
Session #5 – Genocide in Myanmar (Burma)? = [Jonathan will contact a good friend who co-


teaches with him every summer in Thailand. He teaches in the Boston area and may want 


to come to Augusta to visit Jonathan and family and do a session for us. If this cannot 


work out, we are toying with the idea of having a Roundtable Discussion of the current 


tragic situation.] 
Session #6 – Pakistan and Bangladesh I have a contact who might be able to speak about Islam in 


these countries and I will try to firm this up before the Asia Council meeting, but we do 


not wish to list anyone specifically without having a commitment. 

At this point, even though we have a couple of speakers/sessions to firm up. We feel that we have a good set of speakers who will address extremely relevant topics that will have direct applicability to a number of courses taught in the University System of Georgia. 


As in so many other years, we hope that Salli Vargis will again lend her valuable assistance in arranging the important logistics. What would we do without her? 

Respectfully Submitted by
The Co-Conveners 

