MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

ASIA COUNCIL OF THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA

2015
A. Introduction

The Asia Council (AC) of the University System of Georgia is comprised of USG and private institutions of higher education in Georgia committed to the joint development and sponsorship of faculty and student programs in and related to Asia.  The aims of the Asia Council are to involve larger numbers of faculty and students in international and cross-cultural learning experiences related to Asia.

B. Membership

1. Eligibility.  All member institutions of the USG as well as private institutions of higher education in Georgia may join the Asia Council.  All active member institutions must designate an official Asia Council representative(s) who will serve on the Council and participate in decisions regarding Council activities.  Membership is conferred on an institution when this Memorandum of Agreement is signed by the President and the Chief Academic Officer of the institution and remains in effect for a period of five calendar years.

2. Rights of Membership.  Each USG institution is entitled to the following:

a. full participation in the design and development of AC programs;
b. a vote on any and all matters before the AC that require a decision 
by the body;
c. nomination of faculty to be considered to teach in the study abroad programs of the AC;
d. depending upon program requirements, enrollment on its campus of students in course offerings of AC study abroad programs;
3. Obligations of Membership.  Member institutions commit themselves to the following:

a. publicizing opportunities for faculty to participate in AC programs, including seminars and study abroad activities, and assisting faculty in applying for these opportunities;
b. promoting AC study abroad programs on their campuses and actively recruiting students for these programs;
c. establishing equivalencies for courses offered through AC programs and implementing procedures for their students to register for these courses;
d. advising and counseling students on procedures they must follow  to enroll in AC programs, apply for financial aid, and register for courses;
e. establishing a process by which students will register for academic credit and pay tuition and overseeing the implementation of that process;
f. informing the AC office of any reasons why a student may be ineligible for participation in a study abroad program of the Asia Council;
g. assuring that student grades are accurately and promptly entered into the record-keeping unit on the campus as soon as these grades are received from the AC office or the program director;
h. establishing policy for payment of the institution’s faculty 
who teach in or direct Asia Council programs.
C. Withdrawal from Membership

Institutions may withdraw from the agreement six months after submitting a written intention to do so to the Chair of the Asia Council, provided that any 
and all outstanding obligations of membership, as specified in B.3 above, 
have been met.

D. Statement of Affirmation

Agreement with the intent, terms, and obligations of membership in the 
Asia Council, as set forth in this memorandum of agreement, as well 
as the intention to comply with the intent, terms, and obligations of 
membership, is affirmed on behalf of the institution named below by the 
signature of the person named.  The signing of this memorandum does not 
imply, either for the individual person or the institution that person 
represents, any assumption whatsoever of liability for any damages 
incurred to persons or property as a result of the activities of the 
Asia Council.


For the Member Institution
For the Asia Council

______________________________
__________________________________

Name of Member Institution
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______________________________
__________________________________

Name of Chief Academic Officer
Signature of President

______________________________
__________________________________

Signature of Chief Academic Officer
Date


_____David Starling_____________
__________________________________

Name of Asia Council Chair
Name of an AC Representative


______________________________
__________________________________


Signature of Asia Council Chair
Signature of an AC Representative

______________________________
__________________________________

Date
Date
